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Background

• Research project at the Institute of 

Education (UCL Knowledge Lab)

• Partly inspired by:

• two LLMs 

• several years of practicing law in 
London and Washington, DC 

• teaching in Sri Lanka

• designing online modules for 
Belarus (Ostrogorski Academy)
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Questions
1. What prevents the conventional legal education from becoming more relevant to 
the legal profession? 

2. To what extent could legal education adapt to greater international harmonisation 
by offering the generic knowledge and skills now required on the international 
marketplace?

3. How can online technologies help make legal education more accessible and 
relevant to the legal profession?  

4. What is the place of inquiry, discussion, collaboration and practice in legal 
education?

5. How should texts and videos be structured to achieve greater student satisfaction 
and better learning outcomes?

(see pp 17-18)
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The role of technology in legal practice

• From typesetters to computers

• Traditional law libraries - legal databases 

• E-discovery and e-filing

• Online arbitration

• Artificial intelligence, lawtech startups

• Outsourcing 

• According to Deloitte over 114,000 jobs 

could be automated in the UK legal sector 
within the next 20 years
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More homogenous law practice 

• Globalisation and multinational 

enterprises 

• Spread of law firms and accountancy firms

• International conventions (e.g. CISG, NY 

Convention, BITs)

• English as the dominant language, English 

law preferred

• LLM is seen as a prerequisite for successful 

career,  usually a top up of the main law 

degree

Prof Yarik Kryvoi - Putting Legal Education into a Practical 

Context: The Potential of Online Learning - 19 October 2017



Law teaching has not changed that much 

• Yes, computers used for typing and 

legal databases 

• Yes, most Western universities use 

VLEs such as Moodle and Blackboard 

• But remains mostly didactic, 
detached from legal practice 

• Academia and the legal profession -

often two different worlds 
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Uniqueness of legal education

• Focus on cognitive and professional 

skills more important 

• Law was not a taught discipline, no 

need to have a degree in the UK until 
1970s

• Revival of law qualification via the 

apprenticeship route in the UK
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Today a law degree alone not enough to 

practice

• UK - training contract

• US - bar exam

• Law firms/clients subsidise junior lawyers 
who need to learn many things from scratch

• Education remains didactic, not interactive 
and detached from practice 

• The same problem in other jurisdictions
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The effect of new technologies on learning

• Offering blended degrees (Moodle, Blackboard, Turnitin)

• Offering entirely online LLM degrees 

• However, main law degrees in many countries ( e.g. the US) are 
not taught online because of regulations

• LLB in the UK can be obtained online (e.g. University of London 
degree)
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Incorporating technology into 

teaching law 

• Add technology competency requirement

• Teach the business of law 

• Embed legal knowledge in technology tools

• Think like an international law practitioner

• Contextualise the knowledge 

• How to achieve that?
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Education theory: social 

constructivists
• People learn from the teacher and the 

environment (spontaneous and scientific 
concepts)

• The role of institutions is to create conditions 
to encourage students to engage in learning 

• Skills and knowledge must be learned in 
context of social interaction, through 

discovery, communication and imitation
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Education theory: phenomenography

• Construction of narratives

• Understanding structural 
levels within a text (in the 
broad sense, including, e.g., 
videos) to discern the 
intended meaning

• Focusing the attention of 
learners on what actually 
matters within a text

• Deep and surface approaches 
to learning
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Case study 1: redesigning texts for learning 
(pp.20-22)

Plain text Contextualised text

Correct answers 

(of 40)

21 28
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The rise of video in learning

• Screen-based communication has become the second communication 
revolution 

• Students increasingly turn to online videos as a learning resource 

• People increasingly rely on mobile devices: access any time, anywhere

• How to make videos more effective for online learning? Design and 
redesign science (design science as iterative empirical process, pp. 11-13):

• Clearly show the structure

• Short length (up to 6 minutes)

• Using images to contextualise knowledge 

• Use self-assessment quizzes (individual)

• Discussion boards to increase interactivity (social)
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Case study 2: producing videos for learning
pp. 22-25
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Next steps

Contextualised learning Effective narratives

Social interaction, through discovery, communication 

and imitation 

Analysis of large-scale data on the usage of videos and 

texts produced by others (e.g. Futurelearn, Open 

University, Youtube)

Using peer-review learning and discussion boards Designing and redesigning videos and texts on the 

basis of identified principles of design

Contextualising texts and videos to create effective

learning environment (image-argument synergy)

Triangulation with forum comments about the content

Learning lessons and creating elements to be integrated into an experimental MOOC
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