
The role of investor-
State tribunals in 

combating corruption



Balancing protection of investments and 
tackling corruption

Corruption has a devastating economic impact on economies 
contributing to a loss of tax revenue, institutional inefficiency, loss of 
public trust in public institutions and poverty

A balance must be struck between the need to provide an effective 
and efficient investor-State dispute resolution mechanism and the 
obligation of States, tribunals and investors to tackle corruption. 
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Trend in 
corruption-
related case 

registrations and 
overall ICSID 

case 
registrations
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Proving corruption
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Who makes 
the 

allegation 
of 

corruption? 
(81 cases)
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Did the 
tribunals 

consider the 
corruption 

allegations?
(80 cases)
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Investors’ and 
Respondent 
States’ success 
rate in having 
corruption 
allegations 
addressed
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Tribunals 
rarely find 
corruption

Only in five out of 81 awards, 
analysed for the purposes of this 
study, where corruption was 
alleged, did the tribunals find that 
corruption was proven. 

In these cases, arbitration tribunals 
declined jurisdiction rather than 
addressed the merits of the claims. 

Prof Yarik Kryvoi - The role of investor-State tribunals in 
combating corruption - UNODC and UNCTAD Expert Group 

meeting - 18-19 May 2021
7



Consequences 
of finding 
corruption
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More 
attention and 

greater 
consistency 

required
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Handling 
Corruption 
Allegations 
in Dispute 
Settlement 
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